DRAFT MEMBERS LETTER

TO  FEDERAL MEMBERS
RE  NATIONAL LICENSING
– 7 NOVEMBER 2008
______________________________________________________________

To your Federal MP, 

I write to outline my concerns regarding the proposed COAG initiative to establish a National Licensing System for certain occupational groups at a National and State government level. 

As a licensed plumber I am particularly concerned that the proposal as it presently stands could result in a lessening of long established State compliance standards designed to protect the public’s health the environment and to ensure that plumbing is only performed by highly trained competent technicians.

My concerns relate to:-

(i) The erosion of plumbing standards to accommodate lower standards existing within other industry sectors.

(ii) Minimisation of duplication in regards to qualifications e.g. where a plumber completes a National Training Certificate qualification and is then required to complete additional testing and licensing by a number of regulatory bodies across Australia.

(iii) Increased license registration fee costs for small to medium sized plumbing businesses and additional administrative burden on business through the creation of a National Single Agency model which may very well devalue the role and significance of Plumbing in maintaining and protecting the public health.

It is my view that this proposal needs far more detailed discussion at industry level before COAG implements this proposal.

Yours faithfully,

Kenny the Plumber
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